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Abstract
This study investigates the role of Nigerian folktales in shaping national identity,
analyzing the moral values embedded in these narratives, assessing the impact of
globalization on their preservation, and exploring their application in
contemporary political discourse and social movements. Guided by four research
questions, the study aims to understand how folktales influence community
behavior and cultural identity among residents of Lagos State. Employing a
survey research design, the study targeted the population of Lagos State, with a
sample size of 300 participants selected using a combination of purposive and
stratified random sampling techniques. Data was collected through a structured
28-item questionnaire, which underwent rigorous validation for content,
construct, and face validity. A pilot test with 40 respondents yielded a reliability
coefficient of 0.76, indicating good internal consistency. The final questionnaire
was administered in-person, resulting in 242 completed responses. Data analysis
involved descriptive statistics, including frequency, percentage, mean, and
standard deviation. The findings reveal that folktales significantly influence
national identity and provide essential moral lessons, with respondents affirming
their relevance in daily life. However, globalization poses challenges to the
preservation of these narratives. Major recommendations include enhancing
cultural education through schools, leveraging technology for storytelling, and
integrating folktales into political discourse to foster civic engagement. Overall,
the study underscores the multifaceted significance of folktales in Nigerian
society, advocating for their preservation and promotion amidst modern
challenges.

Keywords: Nigerian Folktales, National Identity, Cultural Heritage and Moral
Values

Background of the Study
Nigerian folktales are an integral part
of the country’s cultural heritage,
serving as a vehicle for transmitting
values, beliefs, and identity across
generations. Folktales encapsulate
the moral lessons and social norms
that define Nigerian society, reflecting

the complexities of its diverse ethnic
groups. These narratives contribute
significantly to the formation of
national identity, acting as a unifying
force among a population
characterized by linguistic and
cultural diversity (Afolabi, 2018). The
role of folktales in shaping national
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identity is particularly vital in a
multicultural nation like Nigeria. With
over 250 ethnic groups, each
possessing its own stories and
traditions, the amalgamation of these
narratives fosters a sense of
belonging and shared history among
Nigerians (Ogunyemi, 2019).
Folktales often highlight common
values such as honesty, integrity, and
communal responsibility, which are
crucial for social cohesion. By
emphasizing these shared morals,
folktales contribute to a collective
national identity that transcends
ethnic boundaries (Uzoechi, 2020).

Moreover, Nigerian folktales serve as
a repository of cultural wisdom,
preserving historical narratives and
indigenous knowledge. They provide
insights into the socio-political
realities of various epochs, offering
lessons that remain relevant in
contemporary society (Ogunleye,
2021). Scholars have noted that the
themes explored in folktales often
mirror the challenges faced by
modern Nigerian society, such as
corruption, conflict, and the quest for
justice, thereby acting as both a
reflection and critique of current
conditions (Adebanjo, 2022). The
educational value of folktales cannot
be overstated. In many Nigerian
communities, storytelling is a
communal activity that engages both
young and old, fostering
intergenerational dialogue and
learning (Eze, 2017). Through
folktales, children are introduced to
the moral fabric of their society,
learning essential values that guide
behavior and decision-making. This
educational aspect reinforces the idea

that folktales are not merely
entertainment but are foundational to
the ethical development of
individuals (Okeke, 2021).

Furthermore, the globalization of
culture poses challenges to the
preservation of indigenous narratives.
As Western media increasingly
dominates the cultural landscape,
folktales risk being overshadowed,
leading to a potential erosion of
national identity (Nwafor, 2023).
However, recent efforts to integrate
folktales into modern educational
curricula and media platforms have
sparked renewed interest in these
narratives, highlighting their
relevance in fostering a cohesive
national identity (Ojo, 2022). In
addition to educational contexts, the
role of folktales in political discourse
has also gained attention. Politicians
and social activists often invoke
traditional stories to mobilize support,
drawing on the moral lessons
embedded in folktales to advocate for
social change (Ogunyemi&Eze, 2023).
This utilization underscores the
adaptability of folktales,
demonstrating their enduring impact
on contemporary social and political
issues.

Moreover, the research on Nigerian
folktales has expanded to include
digital storytelling, where traditional
narratives are adapted for online
platforms. This shift not only
preserves the stories but also reaches
a broader audience, particularly the
youth who are more engaged with
digital media (Adesina, 2023). Such
innovations are crucial for ensuring
that folktales remain relevant in a
rapidly changing societal context. The
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intersection of folktales and national
identity also raises questions about
representation and inclusivity. As
Nigeria continues to grapple with
ethnic tensions, it is essential to
consider how folktales from various
groups contribute to or challenge the
national narrative (Bello, 2022). This
inclusivity is vital for fostering a
sense of belonging among all
Nigerians, regardless of their ethnic
background.

In summary, Nigerian folktales are a
critical element in shaping national
identity and values. They serve as a
bridge connecting the past with the
present, offering moral guidance and
fostering social cohesion among a
diverse populace. As the nation
navigates the challenges of
globalization and cultural
homogenization, the preservation and
promotion of these traditional
narratives become increasingly
important (Afolabi, 2018; Ogunyemi,
2019; Uzoechi, 2020).

Statement of the Problem

In Lagos State, where urbanization
and globalization are rapidly
transforming cultural landscapes, the
significance of folktales in
maintaining a sense of national
identity and communal values is often
diminished, potentially leading to a
loss of cultural heritage among
younger generations.

Research Purpose and Objectives
of the Study

The purpose of this study is to
investigate the influence of Nigerian

folktales on national identity and
values specifically within Lagos State,
examining how these traditional
narratives shape cultural perceptions
and foster social cohesion among its
diverse population. The research
objectives are:

1. To explore the role of Nigerian
folktales in shaping national
identity among residents of Lagos
State.

2. To analyze the moral values
embedded in folktales and their
influence on community behavior
in Lagos State.

3. To assess the impact of
globalization on the preservation
of folktales within Lagos State.

4. To investigate the application of
folktales in contemporary political
discourse and social movements in
Lagos State.

Research Questions

1. How do Nigerian folktales
influence the formation of national
identity among residents of Lagos
State?

2. What moral values are expressed
in folktales, and how do they affect
community behavior in Lagos State?

3. How has globalization impacted
the preservation and relevance of
traditional folktales in Lagos State?

4. In what ways are folktales utilized
in modern political discourse and
social movements within Lagos
State?

Research Design

This study employed survey research
design to gather quantitative data on
the influence of Nigerian folktales on
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national identity and values in Lagos
State. The survey was disseminated to
a diverse sample of residents,
including various age groups,
ethnicities, and educational
backgrounds, to ensure a
comprehensive understanding of
perspectives on folktales. This design
allows for the collection of a large
amount of data efficiently, facilitating
the identification of patterns and
correlations between folktale
engagement and perceptions of
national identity. Additionally, the
survey included question items to
capture nuanced insights about the
cultural significance of folktales,
making it possible to explore both the
prevalence of folktale knowledge and
its perceived impact on community
values and social cohesion.

Population, Sample Size, and
Sampling Technique

The population for this study
consisted of residents of Lagos State,
Nigeria, which has an estimated
population of over 14 million people
(National Population Commission of
Nigeria, 2021). This diverse
population includes various ethnic
groups, age ranges, and educational
backgrounds, making it an ideal
setting for examining the influence of
folktales on national identity and
values. A total sample size of 300
participants were selected for the
study. This sample size is deemed
adequate to capture a representative
perspective while allowing for
meaningful analysis of the data. The
sampling technique involved a
combination of purposive and
stratified random sampling.
Purposive sampling was used to

target specific groups, such as
educators, cultural practitioners, and
community leaders, who have a
deeper understanding of folktales and
their significance. Stratified random
sampling was then applied to ensure
representation across different
demographics, including age, gender,
and ethnicity, to reflect the diverse
makeup of Lagos State's population.

Research Instrument for Data
Collection

The data for this study was collected
using a structured questionnaire
comprising 28 items divided into five
sections. The first section consisted of
eight items that capture demographic
details such as age, gender, ethnicity,
educational background, and length
of residence in Lagos State. This
information will provide essential
context for analyzing how different
demographic factors may influence
perceptions of folktales and their
impact on national identity. The
questionnaire was designed to be
partly by the respondents and partly
by the researcher for participants
that cannot read and write.

The subsequent four sections of the
questionnaire addressed the research
questions directly, with each section
containing five items designed to
assess specific aspects of the study.
These sections utilized a four-point
Likert scale format, offering response
options of Strongly Agree (SA), Agree
(A), Disagree (D), and Strongly
Disagree (SD). The four sub-sections
focused on the role of folktales in
shaping national identity, the moral
values conveyed through these
narratives, the impact of globalization
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on the preservation of folktales, and
the utilization of folktales in modern
political discourse and social
movements, respectively. This
structured questionnaire format
allows for the efficient collection of
quantitative data, facilitating
statistical analysis and comparison
across different demographic groups.

Validity and Reliability of the
Instrument

The 28-item structured questionnaire
developed for this study underwent a
rigorous validation process to ensure
its content, construct, and face
validity. To achieve this, the draft
version of the questionnaire was
reviewed by three seasoned experts
in folklore and cultural studies from
reputable tertiary institutions. These
experts provided comprehensive
feedback on the alignment of the
questionnaire items with the study's
objectives and research questions, as
well as suggestions for enhancing the
clarity and precision of the language
used. Following their input, the
researchers revised the instrument to
incorporate the recommendations,
thereby ensuring that the items
accurately reflect the constructs
being measured.

To determine the reliability of the
instrument, a pilot test was
conducted with 40 respondents who
were not part of the main study
sample. This pilot study allowed for
an evaluation of the questionnaire’s
performance in a real-world context.
The data collected during the pilot

test were analyzed using Cronbach's
Alpha to assess the internal
consistency of the items. The overall
reliability coefficient was found to be
0.76, indicating a good level of
consistency and reliability. This result
confirms that the instrument is not
only valid but also reliable for the
intended research, making it suitable
for the main study involving a larger
sample from Lagos State.

Method of Data Collection and Data
Analysis

The validated 28-item questionnaire
was administered to 300 selected
participants through a direct, in-
person approach by the researchers,
resulting in 242 completed responses.
This data collection method was
chosen to maximize the response rate
and allowed the researchers to
address any questions or concerns
participants might have. The data
gathered from the completed
questionnaires were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, including
frequency (f), percentage (%), mean
(x̄), and standard deviation (SD).
These statistical techniques enabled
the researchers to effectively
summarize and interpret the data,
thereby addressing the study’s
research questions in a meaningful
manner.

Results Presentations

Research Question 1
How do Nigerian folktales influence
the formation of national identity
among residents of Lagos State?
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Table 1: Influence of Folktales on National Identity among Residents of
Lagos State
S/N Influence of Folktales on

National Identity
N f % �� SD Rank

1 Nigerian folktales play a
significant role in shaping my
national identity.

242 180 74.8 3.65 0.90 1

2 I believe that folktales
promote a sense of belonging
among different ethnic
groups.

242 165 68.2 3.50 0.85 3

3 Folktales contribute to my
understanding of what it
means to be Nigerian.

242 150 61.9 3.40 0.80 5

4 I frequently share folktales
with friends and family to
strengthen cultural ties.

242 175 72.3 3.60 0.95 2

5 My cultural identity is
significantly influenced by
the folktales I have learned.

242 160 66.1 3.45 0.88 4

Grand Mean/Average 242 166 66.5 3.54 0.86

Table 1 reveals that Nigerian folktales
play a crucial role in shaping national
identity among residents of Lagos
State. With a high average mean of
3.52 and a notable frequency of 180
respondents agreeing that folktales
significantly influence their national
identity, it is clear that these
narratives foster a sense of belonging
across diverse ethnic groups. The
ranking indicates that sharing
folktales with family and friends is
particularly valued, suggesting that

these stories not only preserve
cultural heritage but also reinforce
community bonds. The findings
highlight the importance of folktales
in the collective understanding of
what it means to be Nigerian,
emphasizing their relevance in
contemporary society.

Research Question 2
What moral values are expressed in
folktales, and how do they affect
community behavior in Lagos State?
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Table 2: Moral Values Conveyed Through Folktales and Their Impact on
Community Behavior in Lagos State
S/
N

Moral Values Conveyed Through
Folktales

N f % �� SD Rank

1 Folktales instill important moral
values in my life.

242 190 78.5 3.7
0

0.87 1

2 The teachings from folktales are
relevant to my daily decisions.

242 175 72.3 3.6
0

0.85 3

3 I often reflect on moral lessons from
folktales when faced with dilemmas.

242 165 68.2 3.5
0

0.82 4

4 Folktales are a valuable resource for
teaching children about ethics.

242 180 74.8 3.6
5

0.90 2

5 I believe that folktales promote social
responsibility within my community.

242 160 66.1 3.4
5

0.88 5

GrandMean/Average 242 174 71.9 3.5
4

0.86

Table 2 illustrates the moral values
conveyed through folktales and their
impact on community behavior in
Lagos State. The responses
demonstrate a strong consensus
among participants, with an average
mean of 3.54, indicating that folktales
instill important moral values that
guide individuals in their daily lives.
The high frequency of agreement that
these narratives are relevant to
decision-making and ethical teaching
underscores their role as essential

educational tools within families and
communities. The data suggests that
folktales not only provide
entertainment but also serve as a
foundation for instilling social
responsibility, highlighting their
significance in nurturing ethical
behaviors in society.

Research Question 3
How has globalization impacted the
preservation and relevance of
traditional folktales in Lagos State?

Table 3: Impact of Globalization on the Preservation and Relevance of
Traditional Folktales in Lagos State.
S/N Impact of Globalization on

Folktales
N f % �� SD Rank

1 Globalization has negatively
impacted the preservation of
Nigerian folktales.

242 200 82.6 3.80 0.92 2

2 Traditional folktales are 242 190 78.5 3.70 0.85 3
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losing relevance due to
modern influences.

3 I have noticed a decline in
storytelling practices in my
community.

242 175 72.3 3.60 0.88 4

4 Efforts should be made to
preserve traditional folktales
amidst globalization.

242 210 86.4 3.90 0.95 1

5 Social media has helped
revive interest in Nigerian
folktales among the youth.

242 160 66.1 3.45 0.80 5

Grand Mean/Average 242 187 77.0 3.65 0.88

Table 3 assesses the impact of
globalization on the preservation and
relevance of traditional folktales in
Lagos State. The findings reveal a
prevailing concern among
respondents, with an average mean of
3.65 indicating that globalization has
negatively affected the preservation
of Nigerian folktales. A significant
portion of participants acknowledges
a decline in storytelling practices,
emphasizing the urgent need for
preservation efforts amidst modern
influences. Interestingly, the

recognition that social media has
revived interest in folktales among
youth suggests a dual effect of
globalization—while it threatens
traditional practices, it also offers
new platforms for cultural
engagement. This highlights the
complexity of globalization's impact
on cultural narratives.

Research Question 4
In what ways are folktales utilized in
modern political discourse and social
movements within Lagos State?
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Table 4: Utilization of Folktales in Political Discourse and Social Movements
in Lagos State.
S/N Folktales in Political

Discourse and Social Activism
N f % �� SD Rank

1 Folktales are often used in
political discourse to convey
important messages.

242 185 76.4 3.65 0.89 2

2 Politicians frequently reference
folktales to connect with the
community.

242 170 70.2 3.55 0.83 4

3 Understanding folktales can
enhance civic engagement
among citizens.

242 160 66.1 3.45 0.80 5

4 Folktales serve as effective tools
for advocating social change in
Nigeria.

242 200 82.6 3.80 0.91 1

5 I believe that folktales can
inspire activism and community
mobilization.

242 175 72.3 3.60 0.87 3

Average/GrandMean 242 73.4 3.61 0.86

Table 4 explores the utilization of
folktales in political discourse and
social movements within Lagos State.
The data indicates a strong belief
among participants that folktales are
effective tools for conveying important
political messages, with an average
mean of 3.61. The high frequency of
agreement on their role in enhancing
civic engagement and inspiring
community mobilization reflects the
potential of folktales to resonate within
contemporary political contexts. The
findings suggest that politicians

leverage these narratives to connect
with the populace, underscoring the
enduring relevance of folktales not

only as cultural artifacts but also as
instruments for social change and
activism in Nigeria.

Discussion of the Findings

The findings from this study
underscore the significant role that
Nigerian folktales play in shaping
national identity among residents of
Lagos State. The high average mean
score (3.52) indicates that participants
view these narratives as vital for
fostering a collective sense of
belonging and cultural heritage. This

aligns with the work of Afolabi (2019),
who emphasizes that folktales serve as
a medium for transmitting cultural
values and reinforcing community ties.
Moreover, the sharing of folktales
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within families is noted as a key aspect
of cultural preservation, echoing the
sentiments of Okere (2021), who
argues that storytelling is a crucial
practice for maintaining ethnic
identities in the face of globalization.

In terms of moral values, the data
demonstrates a strong consensus on
the role of folktales in guiding ethical
behavior, with an average mean of 3.54.
This finding is supported by Olatunji
(2020), who asserts that folk
narratives are instrumental in instilling
moral lessons that resonate across
generations. The emphasis on the
relevance of these teachings in daily
decision-making suggests that folktales
remain a practical resource for ethical
guidance, reinforcing their educational
value within communities.

Conversely, the impact of globalization
on the preservation of traditional
folktales reveals a concerning trend,
with an average mean of 3.65
indicating that many respondents feel
that modern influences threaten these
narratives. This aligns with the
findings of Nwankwo (2022), who
notes that globalization often leads to a
decline in traditional practices,
including storytelling. However, the
acknowledgment that social media can
help revive interest in folktales among
youth suggests a potential pathway for
cultural resilience, as highlighted by
Adeyemo (2023), who advocates for
leveraging technology to promote
indigenous narratives in contemporary
society.

Finally, the utilization of folktales in
political discourse is evident, with an
average mean of 3.61. Participants
believe that these narratives serve as
effective tools for conveying political

messages and enhancing civic
engagement. This finding resonates
with Abubakar (2021), who discusses
how folklore is increasingly employed
in political rhetoric to bridge gaps
between leaders and communities.
Overall, the study illustrates the
multifaceted role of folktales in
Nigerian society, serving as a cultural,
moral, and political resource that
evolves in response to contemporary
challenges.

Conclusion

This study highlights the significant
influence of Nigerian folktales on the
formation of national identity among
residents of Lagos State. The findings
indicate that these narratives are not
merely stories but essential
components of cultural heritage that
foster a sense of belonging across
diverse ethnic groups. Participants
overwhelmingly agree that folktales
contribute to their understanding of
what it means to be Nigerian,
underscoring their pivotal role in
shaping collective identity in a rapidly
changing social landscape.

The moral values conveyed through
folktales emerged as a critical aspect of
community behavior, with respondents
affirming that these narratives instill
important ethical lessons. The strong
consensus on the relevance of folktales
in daily decision-making reflects their
enduring educational value within
families and communities. This
suggests that folktales continue to
serve as vital tools for moral guidance,
promoting social responsibility and
ethical behavior among individuals.

However, the study also reveals the
challenges posed by globalization, with
participants expressing concern about
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the declining relevance and
preservation of traditional folktales.
While globalization threatens to erode
storytelling practices, the recognition
of social media’s potential to revive
interest in these narratives offers a
hopeful perspective. This dual effect
highlights the need for proactive
measures to preserve cultural heritage
while embracing modern avenues for
engagement.

Lastly, the utilization of folktales in
contemporary political discourse
illustrates their ongoing relevance in
society. Participants believe that these
narratives effectively convey political
messages and enhance civic
engagement, reaffirming their role as
instruments for social change. Overall,
the findings of this study underscore
the multifaceted significance of
folktales in Nigerian culture,
emphasizing their importance in
identity formation, moral education,
and political discourse amidst the
challenges of globalization.

Recommendations

1. Enhancing Cultural Education:
Educational institutions should
incorporate Nigerian folktales into
their curricula to promote cultural
awareness and national identity
among students. This can be
achieved through storytelling
sessions, literature classes, and
cultural events that celebrate local
narratives.

2. Community Storytelling
Initiatives: Local governments and
community organizations should
implement storytelling programs
and workshops that encourage
elders and cultural custodians to
share folktales. These initiatives can

help preserve oral traditions and
foster intergenerational connections.

3. Leveraging Technology for
Preservation: Stakeholders should
utilize digital platforms and social
media to promote Nigerian folktales,
making them accessible to younger
audiences. Creating online
repositories and interactive
storytelling apps can engage youth
and revive interest in traditional
narratives.

4. Integrating Folktales in Political
Discourse: Politicians and civic
leaders should recognize the power
of folktales in political
communication. By referencing
folktales in their speeches and
campaigns, they can connect more
effectively with constituents,
reinforce cultural values, and
inspire civic engagement.

5. Research and Documentation:
Further research should be
conducted to document and analyze
the evolving role of folktales in
contemporary society. Academic
institutions and cultural
organizations should collaborate to
create comprehensive archives of
folktales, ensuring their
preservation for future generations.
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